We lovingly remember our brother

Bernard Smith, O.F.M. Cap.
1937—2010
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A table.
Long hewn butcher block
Honed with suspicious shine
In a monastery of memory.

A table.

Smaller, covered with beer and wine and

Pretzels. We teased your smoky tenor voice
Incessantly, your face red with can’t breathe laughter
Until we all had to dry our eyes.

A table.

God'’s altar; you a stern and proper presider.
Your brotherly love folded into a stiff envelope of
Provincial decorum.

Table leader, you probably didn’t realize how pivotal
You were to us.

You took away our monastery

Our address

Our ersatz vow of stability:

Probably came in the hold of

Some nineteenth century ship from Europe.

Many felt then the stress of being pulled apart

As one pulls weeds in a garden. Had we given up too much?
But you were resolute. We needed to be insecure

If we would be sure of our ties to Francis.

You knew that.

A table.

Long, utilitarian, a shelf for caskets.

How many times had you blessed with water
Brothers' lifeless bodies past.

Now Bernard, we bless you and sing our ‘Ultima,
Our song... our good bye until we can
Once again sit with you

At table. ROBERT PHELPS, O.F.M. CAP.
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Remembrances & Words of Condolence

| offer my sincerest condolences to Bernard’'s family and
members of our fraternity. | will remember him at Mass.

Requiescat in pace! ANTHONY S. APURON, O.F.M. CAP.

We offer our condolences to you and our brothers in the Saint

Mary Province. JOHN CELICHOWSKI, O.F.M. CAP.
PROVINCIALATE—DET

We send our condolences to you and the brothers at the death
of Bernie. The brothers of the Stigmata will keep him in their
masses and prayers. He made a great contribution to our

brothers in Beacon.
BRIAN TOMLINSON, O.F.M. CAP.
PROVINCIALATE—NJ

I am glad to hear that Bernard died peacefully. God rest him!
Again, my prayers are with the brothers.

MATTHEW ELSHOFF, O.FM. CAP.
PROVINCIALATE—CA

On behalf of our friars, | offer you all our deepest sympathy on
the passing of a truly great brother. May our brother Bernard,

rest in the peace of God.
JOHN PAVLIK, O.F.M. CAP.
PROVINCIALATE—PA

My condolences at the death of our brother Bernard Smith. |
can’t believe it. Please be assured of the prayers of all the friars
in the Vice province. God be with you.

JOSEPH ENGLISH, O.F.M. CAP.
VICE PROVINCILATE—GUAM

Thanks so much for including us in Bernie’s funeral by
sending us the video tribute. It was kind to remember us. | will
miss Bernie very much. Bigger than life and full of opinions
and energy—he will be greatly missed. God bless.

WAYNE BERNDT, O.F.M. CAP.
CUSTODY OF JAPAN

Aloha from Ewa! | just wanted to send you some prayerful
support on the sudden death of Bernard. | was shocked when |
read the news. All of us have lost a dear brother and friend.

MICHEL DALTON, O.F.M. CAP.
EWA—HAWAII

Dear Brothers: | am sick at heart over the news of Bernard’s passing. | am enveloped
in sadness. He was such a good friend to me and to so many. | will miss his ready
laugh and warmth of heart; few among us could match his compassion. | will miss his
beautiful singing voice and his unmitigated gall at asserting his talent! I shall miss his
phone calls prompting me to come for a visit, reminding me that “you owe me”. He
always solicited my thought and opinion and was most respectful of anything that |
offered; even if he didn’t agree.

| shall miss his wonderful initiative; he was never afraid to act, to do; and almost
never for himself; he was so generous with time, talent and treasure.

| expect that his larger-than-life Spirit will hover over Gilgo for just a while before he
sails westward. I've lost, a brother and friend, and heaven has gained a handful. |
hope the Lord doesn’t mind some honest direction; but it won't matter if He does,
he’ll give it anyway. Our brotherhood was so enriched by him and he will be so sorely
missed by me and so many who grew to love him for just being Bernie. How can we
help but give thanks! | am so grateful to my brothers in the Saint Mary Province for
sharing his life and talent with us. Be assured of my tender thoughts and prayers for
you all, as we mourn the loss of one of the great ones.

DANIEL FOX, O.F.M. CAP.—PROVINCE OF ST. JOSEPH

We are very much saddened to hear the about the sudden demise of Bernard Smith
who has befriended many in our province. He attended two of our Chapter
gatherings. Certainly he is a worthy candidate to receive the eternal reward. Please
accept our hearty condolences to you and to all the friars of the St. Mary Province.

VINCENT FURTADO, O.F.M. CAP.
PROVINCIALATE—HOLY TRINITY PROVINCE-INDIA

I came to know about the sudden and unexpected demise of Bernard from our
brother Namdev Dagam. Bernie was an elder brother to me and a good friend of
mine. | had a few occasions to visit him when he was provincial minister. May God
grant him eternal rest and heavenly bliss.

THOMAS SEBASTIAN, O.F.M. CAP.
PROVINCILATE—MARYMATHA PROVINCE-INDIA

We are so sorry to hear the sad demise of Bernie Smith. We have prayed that God
receive him in heaven. May Bernie’s soul rest in peace. With love and prayers.

STEVE RODRIGUES, O.F.M. CAP.
VICE PROVINCILATE—GOA-INDIA

My sympathy and prayers are with you as you mourn the passing of Fr. Bernard
Smith to the Lord.

BP. RICHARD M. ERIKSON, VG
ARCHDIOCESE OF BOSTON

Dear Brothers: Peace to you! When | heard of the death of Bernard Smith | was
shocked and saddened. | won't be able to be with you for his wake and funeral, but |
wanted you all to know that | am “with” you in care, concern, and sadness at your
lost. Please know that | am with you in prayer.

| got to know Bernie during those six years | spent in St. Mary Province collaborating
in initial formation work and when Bernie and your vicar would join the NACC
meetings. | really liked Bernie and will miss him.

PERRY MC DONALD, O.F.M. CAP.
PROVINCE OF ST. JOSEPH

My condolences on the death of Bernard Smith. | thought he was a real character [in
a good sense] and enjoy my many times with him. My prayers and thoughts.

PATRICK MC SHERRY, O.F.M. CAP.
PROVINCE OF ST. JOSEPH

| was shocked to hear of Bernie’s death. Please know we will be keeping all of you in
prayer these days as well as his family. 1 remember him for his good work and
wonderful sense of humor. I'm sure you are all feeling a great loss.

ROB ROEMER, O.F.M. CAP
AND ALL THE FRIARS OF SAINT FIDELIS FRIARY—APPLETON, WI
PROVINCE OF ST. JOSEPH
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